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BRITISH WITHHOLD
OPY GASE DETAILS

Mrs. Thatcher, Befdre Unruly
‘Commons, Does Not Dispel
Fear of Major Scandal

ByR.W.APPLE Jr.
Special to The New York Times

LONDON, July 20 — Prime Mirdster
Margaret Thatcher refused today to.
‘furnish details of Britain’s latest spy
“scandal to an apprehemive and unnny
 House of Commmomns., - - -

. Mrs. Thatcher did conﬁrm that 44-
year-old Geoffrey Arthur Prime, who
1 was arrested last week under the Offi-
cial Secrets Act, had been an employee
for nine years, ending-in 1977, at-the
Government’s secret electronic eaves-

dropping center near Cheltenham in
| southwestern England.

She conceded that the charges’
against Mr, Prime, who speaks Rus-

to

But beyond that the Prime Minister
declined to go, asserting that under the
law she could say nothing-until legal
proceedings against the had
been completed. The Speaker of the
Bouse, George Thomas, sharply limited
questions despite the protests of back-
benchers from several parties

Mrs. Thatcher’s eoamems dia nojth-
ing to dispel reports that another major
spy scandal — perhaps as embarrass-
ing as the Burgess-Maclean-Philby af-
fair of two decades ago = might be
abouttoemerge

sian, were *'serious and must give rise
ctoncern.” '
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Issue of a Spy Ring

She attempted indirectly to dampen
such speculation, which has filled the
selling mmeﬁmmw. 4

a oper one man
had been charged, that he had not|
worked for the Government in any ca-
padtyformorethnnhveyearsandthat

ty procedures at Cheltenham had
beentbmwghlymﬂewedbyanimpab

be adequate in every respect.
But the Prime Minister, pressed to

' .1 comment on suggestions that a spy ring

| was operating at Cheltenham, avoided

- _ | a tirm declaration that Mr. Prime was
- '| working alope. “‘Absolute certainty is
nmrpowblelnthsemattexs”she,

‘said.

, Theeﬂectofherstawmmts which
; camme in the midst of continuing conce

- over. security lapses at Buck:lngham

Palace and on the day of two devastat. |

- ing bomb attacks by the Irish Republi-
‘can Army in the center of London, was
“to keep the Prime Minister and her
‘Government on the defenstve,

Mrs. Thatcher, politiclans and ana-
lysrsagmed,wasabletodoncmingto
dampen the growing feeling that how-
ever great her triumphs in the Falkland
Islands, thlngsatbomehadbemal-

The Cheltenham center, tormany
'known as the General Comm\miadom
_Headquarters,
‘United States National

Ageo-:
‘cy, based at Fort George Meade, Md. It

xsprsumedbemthatsameouhema-
‘terial allegedly passed al

, Prime, probably to the Soviet Umon.
rwasAmencanlnorlg!n. N

prus,
tal commission last year and found 0 | yn trie Soath, Atlantic. They listen 24

|hmnsadaytothendlo,televlsiounnd

wvﬂn;dauﬁyvﬂﬂ:nw3

ong by Mr,

British newspapess report that the se-

"| crets were passed to & Soviet contact

who has left the country. Government
sources were quoted as saying that no
network and no ‘‘moies”. remained in
place at Cheltenham.

According to reliable lnfcrmants the
Cheltenham operation employs more
:I:ﬂng ?:0 sou?hm stationed around the

places as Scotland, Cy-
Hong Kong and Ascension Island

here linguists and cryptologists
:hetnterceptsformpsoumemgm

'I‘he United States provides most of
the money and technological
‘for the operation and the British pto-
vide most of the skilled analysts.
peared at Herelons magisteate's cout
at Here te's court
on a charge of violating Section 1 of tha.
Officlal Secrets Act, which relates to-
the most serious spying. He was said to
have communicated information of
potential use to an unnamed.enemy be- |
tween January 1968 and December 1981, |
Alex Lawrie, a Labor member of the ;
Gloucestershire .County Council, has

added fuel to the controversy. An
in African

axntytherewas“laxandtosslhud’ —
so poor that espionage was "child’

. Hé is said to have been a linguist+
for the British Government.

- s

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/08/26 : CIA-RDP90-00552R000505220038-8



